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Key Findings from a Survey of 600 Registered Voters
April 20-22, 2015
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Methodology

Public Opinion Strategies conducted a survey of 600 registered
voters in lllinois. Four-hundred and twenty respondents were
contacted via landline and 180 via cell phone.

* Crossed party lines, polling self-identified Republicans, Democrats and
Independents

* Included parents and non-parents for a more diverse sample

 Was conducted statewide with a proportional balance across all regions
of the state

* Included a diverse population of Caucasian, African-American and
Hispanic respondents

The survey was conducted April 20-22, 2015 and has a margin of
error of + 4.0%.




Perceptions of
lllinois Public Schools




A strong majority of lllinois voters believe public
schools In the state are off on the wrong track.

Do you think public schools in the state are generally headed in the right direction or are they
pretty seriously off on the wrong track?
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e
Parents, including both moms and dads, are just as

negative about the direction of the state’s
public schools.

Do you think public schools in the state are generally headed in the right direction or are they
pretty seriously off on the wrong track?
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School Choice




Fully three-fourths of Illinois voters support
providing parents with more choices in where they
can send their kids to school.

Generally speaking, do you support or oppose providing parents with more choices in where they
can send their kids to school?

Total By Parents & Non-Parents
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e
Support for more choice extends across party lines.

Generally speaking, do you support or oppose providing parents with more choices in where they
can send their kids to school?

By Party
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And, throughout every region of the state.

School Choice Support: By Region Collar Counties (25%)

+ 53 o | L] oy
80% 76% o

Central - I
Support Oppose (20%) é Knox

Collar Counties Cook County
(25%) (37%)

School Choice Support: By Region

+53 +43 +37 @ =0
4% 70% 67%

O'A‘f\egs
0
©
% | Kane
fa)
side Lee
u >
=]
o

Cook County
e (37%)

Support  Oppose

rrrrr

Support Oppose

North Central South
(8%) (20%) (10%)

Support Oppose Support Oppose

(10%)

QC ILLINOIS STATEWIDE — APRIL 2015



Charter Public Schools




By nearly a two-to-one margin, lllinois voters
view charter public schools favorably.

And, generally speaking, do you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of charter public schools?
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Charter public schools have a positive image
across party lines and throughout the state.

And, generally speaking, do you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of charter public schools?

By Party By Region
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And, charter public schools are viewed favorably
across ethnicity.

And, generally speaking, do you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of charter public schools?
By Ethnicity
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e
And, among both parents and non-parents.

And, generally speaking, do you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of charter public schools?
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After voters hear a little more information
about charter public schools...

Now, as you may know, charter public schools in lllinois are
public schools that are independently-run by a nonprofit
organization. As public schools, they receive taxpayer dollars to
educate the students they serve in the community.

Each charter public school gives the same state tests, meets the

same core academic requirements, and abides by the same strict
standards for civil rights, safety and health as other schools. But,
they are not usually bound by union contracts.

Now that you have heard some more information, do you have a
favorable or unfavorable impression of charter public schools?
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e
Even more voters have a positive impression.

Do you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of charter public schools?
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e
Ilinois voters strongly support giving parents of
students in low-performing schools an option
of attending a charter school.

And, would you support or oppose giving parents of students in low-performing
schools an option of attending a charter public school?
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e
Illinois voters also strongly support making it
easier for charter public schools to expand
In thelr area of the state.

And, would you support or oppose making it easier for charter public schools
to expand in your area of the state?
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Voters throughout the state support making it
easier for charter public schools to expand.
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